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TO: Loader, Arizona Cooperative Wildlife Research Unit, 214 Biologicalr-•-i--.
Sciences Building East, University of Arizona, Tucson, Arizona - —

85721 -

FROM: Refuge Supervisor, AZ/NM

SUBJECT: Sonoran Pronghorn Investigation on Cabeza Prieta National Wild.~ir~•
Refuge (Refuge) i.-~

As a result of your January 25, 1988, meeting with Jennifer Fow~er-Propstof
my staff, Alisa S*hull of the Region 2 Endangered Species Office, Jim deVos
of the Arizona Game and Fish Department,: Dave Stanbrough and Steve Van Riper
of the Cabeza Prieta Refuge, Norm Smith of your office, and researcher Keith
Hughes, I have delineated the following research goals for the subject
investigation: -

1. Habitat Utilization by the Prcingirirn -

—- ground location and monitoring of pronghorn movements and habitat
use -

—- vegetation transect establ-tshnlent and monitoring

2. Water Requirements of the Prooghorn

—. determinatinn of needs for f’~eestanding water and/or moisture from

vegetation
-- monitoring and documentatlan of use- of water sources

- —- seasonal-movements In relation to water -

In gathering data for the above listed efforts, any incidents of low--level
(both fixed wing and rotary) aircraft Interactions with the pronghorns will
be documented as to effect and duration. Emphasis will also be provided
toward obtaining data during the monitoring efforts on fawn natality, pop-
ulation recruitment, and predation or other forms of mortalIty.

By copy of tb-Is memorandum, all attendees of the January 25, 1988, meeting
will be informed of the direction to be taken during this year’s portion of
the investigation and the intorlinking of these efforts with those of the
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Arizona Game and Fish Department. As ha stated during the mentin~,Jim --

devos wlfl provide, to this office, copies of the vegetative transtict data
sheets compiled by his staff. Upon receipt of those sheets, ~3onn1fer
Fowler-Propst will transmit them to you for use In your study design pro-

- cess. Mr. deVos plans to initiate an investigation of forage nutrient
content with the Arizona State University immediately, with vegetative
samples taken on a ~uarterly basis. If such sampling can he effected on the
vegetative transect lines you establish, I believe duplication of effort can
be avoided. Mr. deVos also plans to develop a vegetative map of the -

pronghorn’s habitat based on the 015 system with a 100 tuutera grid base, if
our date can be of any use in this effort we will be happy to rmke it
~va1lablu.

Copies of Norm Smith’s map delineating water sources on the fiI~zaPrleta
Refuge are being made and will be furnished to all attendees as soon as
possibi e.
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bcc: Jim dOvp~, Arizona Game and Fish pepartment,
Phoenix, Arizona 85023 - ~-

Alisa Schull, Endangered Spec g~:3~*e
Cabeza Prieta Refuge - - -
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